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SPECIMENS OF 
AMERICAN FACTORY WORK. 



The two illustrations on this page represent factory 
work produced and offered for general sale, not on 
special order. We purpose in each issue to present 
such examples of American work, as we think that we 
may all he justly proud of it. 

The Brass Fire Place is from the factory of the 
J. L. Mott Irou Works, and is priced for retail at 
$1,300. The design of Passion Flower grate is based — 
rather remotely — on the old Venetian idea, of broad, 
perpendicular plane surfaces, with ornament lowered 
in ; the upper part of the construction containing' most 
ol the ornament, the lower half being comparatively 
plain, merely forming a support, for the elaborate work 
above, with pillars or half pillars. This form, in con- 



junction with the recessed surface beneath, was held 
in favor, and used extensively in the early English 
Renaissance. The contrast of an ornamented, plane 
surface receiving full light, and a recessed surface, 
beneath, in shadow introduces that variety and gradu- 
ation of tones which is always agreeable. The frame 
outline has been made perfectly plain and rigid, the 
better to display the easy lines of the flower form. 

The elegant Cheval suit, consisting of but two 
pieces, and priced, at retail, at $1,100, is made by 
Messrs. Nelson, Matter & Co., of Grand Rapids, Mich. 
It is made only of Black Walnut, and while not made 
in imitation of any of- the prevailing styles, it re- 
sembles the Renaissance, with the addition of a wealth 
of natural flowers and foliage. The bed is eight 
feet two inches high, with live feet slat. It is sur- 
mounted on the top by a female bust, beneath which 
is a veneered curved top, and projecting columns sur- 



mounted with capitols. The foot cap is broad and 
massive. The entire moldings are carved, and very 
richly veneered, the carving being fine hand work, 
from original designs in imitation of natural flowers 
and foliage, and executed by native American carvers. 
The cheval is eight feet five inches high, and six feet 
four inches in width, with a French bevel plate glass 
30 x 64. Like the bed, it is surmounted by a female 
bust, and the carving and trimming is in the same 
order. Below the glass, in place of marble, there is a 
fine upholstered cushion, the whole forming a good 
contrast. In addition to the cheval plate, there, are 
two side glasses 10 x 16 bevel plate, and the upper 
part is composed of closets, supported by columns. 

We would be pleased to have our " English 
Cousins " send us, for publication, some specimens of 
their "Factory Work" that would compare favorabl) r 
with these. 




